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By Peggy Haymes

Holy and loving God, who created the universe in all of its vast space, and yet who
knows even the hairs of our heads, we offer to you our praise.  For you alone are
worthy of our praise, our thanksgiving, our allegiance, our all.

Forgive us, Lord, when we do not offer to you all of our strength, preferring to keep
some of it for our own pursuits, for fighting our own battles.  Too many times we
grow impatient with waiting for your leading and your direction, and so do things
our own way instead.

Forgive us, O Lord, when we do not offer to you all of our weaknesses.  Sometimes
we would rather cling to them–failures to brood over, hurts to nurse, anger to flame. 
Forgive us when we would rather hide behind them like a fortress wall than to risk
walking with you in the open.

Forgive us, O Lord, when we have not offered to you our hearts, our souls, and our
minds.  Like a mighty wind that disturbs the landscape, may your Spirit come
among us.  Like a gentle breeze that gently caresses the leaves, may your Spirit come
among us.

Be thou our vision, O Lord, to lead us on from here.  Capture us in your grace. 
Warm us with your love.  Kindle within us a flame that will not die, come what may. 
In the name of Christ our Lord, we pray.  Amen.
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O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   his steadfast love endures for ever! 

 Let Israel say,
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
   that I may enter through them
   and give thanks to the Lord. 

 This is the gate of the Lord;
   the righteous shall enter through it. 

 I thank you that you have answered me
   and have become my salvation. 
 The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
 This is the Lord’s doing;
   it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that the Lord has made;
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
   O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
   We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 The Lord is God,
   and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
   up to the horns of the altar. 

 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
   you are my God, I will extol you. 

 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
   for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
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Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence,
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work
for his good pleasure. 

 Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, in which you shine like stars in the world. It is by your holding fast to
the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or
labour in vain. But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and
the offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you@ and in the same
way you also must be glad and rejoice with me. 


